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" Those images return again to every man, whose rainbow
tinted, dream-like fabric once painted his childhood's
future"1. This is clearly a statement that childhood's
phantasies tend to go to fulfilment, i.e. that these images
are not lost, but come again in ripe manhood and should
be fulfilled. Old Kule in Barlach's Der tote Tag* says:
" When I lay o' nights, and the pillows of darkness weigh me
down, at times there presses about me a light that resounds,
visible to mine eyes and audible to mine ears ; and there about
my bed stand the lovely forms of a better future. Stiff are they
yet, but of radiant beauty, still sleeping—but he who shall awaken
them would make for the world a fairer face. A hero would he be
who could do it" " What would those hearts be like which then
might beat! Quite other hearts, thrilling so differently from those
that beat to-day."—(Of the images) " They stand not in the
sun and nowhere are they lit by the sun. But they shall and
must (come) once out of the night. That would be the master-
work, to bring them up into the Sun ; there would they live/'
Epimetheus also yearns for the image, the jewel; in
his speech on the statue of Heracles (the hero!) he says:
" This is the meaning of the image, and with the under-
standing of it our sole achievement shall be, that we seize
and experience the opportunity so that a jewel shall ripen
above our head, a jewel that we must win"* So too when
the jewel, declined by Epimetheus, is brought to the
priests, these, sing in just the same strain as did Epimetheus
in his former craving for the jewel: "Oh come, oh God
with Thy grace ", only to repudiate and revile in the very
next instant the heavenly jewel that is offered them. The
beginning of the hymn sung by the priests is not difficult
to recognize as the Protestant hymn:
" Living Spirit once again
Come Thou true eternal God !
Nor Thy power descend in vain,
Make us ever Thine abode ;
So shall spirit, joy and light
Dwell in us, where all was night.
 *	Spitteler, /.e., p. 128.	* Paul Cassirer, Berlin 1912, pp. 16 ff-
 *	Spitteler, I.e., p. 138.

